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If/then – What it means for discipleship
✓

✓

“Marks of a Disciple”
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John 8:31-36

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring
of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that
you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The
slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
33

John 13:33-35

Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and
just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going
you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”
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Living Proof
(Three marks of real discipleship)
1. A real disciple

.

“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples...” (John 8:31, NIV)

The key:

2. A real disciple

.

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John
13:35)

John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch
in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you
are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.

The key:

3. A real disciple
“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”
(John 15:8, NASB)

The key:

.

